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ENCOURAGING NEWS ON VGT'S FOR CHICAGO
CENTERS

City Council Approves Alternate Revenue Plan / VGT's Now in Play

A bloc of City Council members
introduced an alternative revenue
package during the mid-December City
Council meeting. While the measure
passed by a 29–19 vote—just five
votes short of the 34 needed to
override a potential mayoral veto —
Chicago Mayor Johnson did NOT veto
the bill.

While this recent development is
encouraging news for Chicago-based
bowling centers who have been
waiting years for the opportunity to add Video Gaming Terminals to its
businesses, issuing licenses to hopeful prospects will take time as there is no
current licensing operations system in place for VGT's. As the situation
remains fluid, we will keep you posted as updates when they become
available.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Key Items within New Proposed Plan (Stated in Article)
The proposal to lift the city’s ban on video gambling assumes that
80% of the 3,300 eligible establishments who currently hold liquor
licenses.
The alternative revenue plan embraces Johnson’s proposed 15% tax on
cloud computing but includes no corporate head tax and no increase in
garbage fees.
It raises property taxes by $9 million for libraries and relies on $8.7
million in annual revenue by raising Chicago’s plastic bag tax by a nickel
— to 15 cents a bag; $6.8 million by licensing newly legalized video
gambling terminals and $6 million by taxing liquor sales.
The proposed liquor tax was cut in half — from 3% to 1.5% — to soften
opposition from the hospitality industry.
An enlarged Downtown congestion fee zone is expected to raise $26
million, even after opposition alderpersons canceled plans to apply the
city’s 10.25% amusement tax to rides on Uber and Lyft.
The package also includes $29.3 million in revenue by selling
advertising on bridge houses, city light poles and city fleet vehicles,
including street sweepers and snowplows.
The 15% tax on cloud computing and equipment leases — up from just
9% a year ago — is the big moneymaker at $416 million a year. It will fall
heavily on business, but will be passed along to consumers, including
Netflix customers.

ISBPA MEMBER YIANNI MAVRAKIS FEATURED
ON COVER OF INTERNATIONAL BOWLING

INDUSTRY

At just 25 years of age, Illinois
State BPA Member, Yianni
Mavrakis of Dolton Bowl and
Town Hall Bowl, is making quite
the name for himself within the
bowling industry, now reaching
national levels of media exposure.

Already known for having more
than one million followers who
keep track of his creative posts on
Instagram, Mavrakis was
recognized in the December 2025
edition of International Bowling
Industry magazine, earning the
magazines Creativity Award for
2025. To review the entire story,
please CLICK HERE, or on the
image of the cover >>>>.

Within the article, there is a sidebar (page 29) divulging some of Yianni's
tips for "Capturing Attention Online."

Keep it Real: Do not overproduce your content - authentic, reliable
moments garner the most interest.
Start Strong: Your first three seconds (video), first line in print, are
critical to keeping the viewers attention.
Show People, not just places: Capture customers laughing,
bowling and/or celebrating.
Post Consistently: One post will NOT move the needle. Instead, a
steady flow of updates builds familiarity and trust.
Share progress: People love seeing the "before, during and after"
posts.
Ask for Input: Use polls, encourage comments and ideas that can
turn casual fans into invested ones.
Include Yourself in Content: Don't be shy -- feel free to step in
front of the camera when creating content. People connect with
people more than brands.

BEAT THE CHAMPS LIVE STREAM SHOW, THURSDAY,
JANUARY 15. The Beat the Champs Live Target Score Show is
coming to Arena Lanes, Oak Lawn, on Thursday, January 15, 2026. Doors
open at 3:30 and you must be in your seats by 4:30. First ball is at 5:00 pm.
Autographs and party follow the bowling. Please reach out to ISBPA
Executive Director Keith Hamilton by January 8 for preferred seating by
CLICKING HERE.

--- F E A T U R I N G ---
BOWLING GREATS PETE WEBER AND LEANNE

HULSENBERG,
WITH YOUTH SENSATIONS JOS WEEMS & ANNA ANTONY

TV SHOW CHICAGO P.D, TAPES AT LAWN
LANES!

Lawn Lanes welcomed a unique group of visitors
to its center on December 16 as the cast and crew
of the popular NBC television series, Chicago
P.D., occupied the longtime ISBPA-member
bowling center, which is owned by recently
inducted USBC Chicagoland Hall of Fame
member David Supanich, throughout the entire
day and into the evening.

According to Supanich, the opportunity came
together quickly, as a location scout contacted him just one week prior to
filming. “We discussed the concept for the scene, and then the producer and
director came to the center,” Supanich said. “They liked our location, and
before you knew it, taping began.”

Approximately 150 people were on-site throughout the day, including cast and
crew. Filming began around 5:30 a.m. and wrapped up roughly 13 hours later.
While it was a long day, Supanich said the experience created lasting
memories.

“The entire team from Chicago P.D. were extremely nice and professional,”
Supanich noted, “with several of them taking to the lanes during their lunch
break.” Supanich added that the bowlers whose leagues were disrupted by
the filming were more than understanding, as that many are fans of the show.
The episode, titled “Live or Die with Your C.I.”—is expected to air in early
March.

DON CARTER LANES RAISES $28K FOR
BVL

Veterans Day Celebration Fundraiser visited by Gubernatorial Candidiate

The Numbers Are In: Illinois State
BPA Member, Don Carter Lanes of
Rockford, raised $28,130 for the
Bowlers to Veterans Link (BVL)
during its annual Veterans Day
Celebration Fundraiser.

The 2025 Veterans Day
Celebration, called the George
Glendenning Memorial - Bowling
for Troops, named after one of the
events creators who passed away a
few years ago, was held on
Saturday, November 15, with 50%
of the evening’s revenue being
donated to the BVL. Funds were
generated through multiple sources:
bowling lineage, table auctions,
50/50 raffles, and of course,
sponsorships, whereby more than 75% of the total donations derived —
demonstrating how proprietor John Sommer’s passion for the cause has
been embraced by his team and ingrained into the culture of his staff.

Sommer, a Vietnam War veteran, remains
committed to supporting active-duty
military members and veterans. One of
his most meaningful efforts is his
longstanding support of the BVL, the
bowling industry’s premier 501(c)(3)
charitable organization. For decades,
Sommer and his staff have generated
thousands of dollars for the organization,
which in turn funds programs that directly
benefit veterans.

The tournament drew 248 bowlers,
including Ted Dabrowski, leader of a
conservative research publication and a

candidate in the 2026 Illinois Republican gubernatorial primary, as well as
other local area government officials.

STRIKE & BITES BRINGS HOLIDAY
CHEER TO THE LANSING COMMUNITY

Dan Johnson, the new owner of Strikes & Bites (formerly Lan-Oak Lanes),
brought his nonprofit experience and heart for service to the bowling center
this holiday season, capturing the true spirit of giving by supporting families in
need throughout the community.

The charitable efforts began on the Saturday prior to Thanksgiving, when
hundreds of individuals and families from Lansing and surrounding
communities received 16–20 lb. turkeys, fresh boxes of produce, and pantry
items—everything needed to prepare a complete and memorable
Thanksgiving meal.

The giving continued throughout the Christmas season, providing gifts to
children who are currently being raised by grandparents and legal guardians.
Strikes & Bites fulfilled all Christmas gift requests, bringing joy and relief to
families during a meaningful time of year.

To further support families, on the Saturday before Christmas, Strikes & Bites
distributed 200 bags of groceries, ensuring households could gather around
nutritious and delicious meals to enhance their holiday celebrations.

Through these efforts, Strikes & Bites demonstrated that center is more than
just about bowling, but that it is a place where community, compassion, and
generosity come together.

BPAA / ISBPA MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE
DUE!

Please renew your 2026 membership to BPAA / ISBPA as soon as possible.
You can renew online by clicking on my.bpaa.com and logging in as Primary
or Billing Contact. If you need help, feel free to call BPAA at 817-385-8303
and ask for Rory Clark (or click on name to reach via email). You can also
mail in your payment to: BPAA, Attn: Membership, 621 Six Flags Drive,
Arlington, TX 76011.

TIME TO REGISTER FOR THE COORS LIGHT
PINS-OVER-AVERAGE TOURNAMENT

While the ISBPA tournament staff is busy working on the Annual Beat the
Champs Tournament results from the inhouse qualifying rounds, it is time for
member centers to begin thinking about the Coors Light Pins-Over-Average
Tournament. To get the ball rolling, and register your center for participation,
please click on the following links:

PARTICIPATION FORM | PACKET OF INFORMATION

TIME TO JOIN THE
ILLINOIS BEVERAGE ASSOCIATION (ILBA)

Legislative Partners of the ISBPA / Working Together for Common
Interests

The Illinois Licensed Beverage Association (ILBA) is
a trusted advocate and resource for Illinois bars,
taverns, liquor retailers, golf courses, restaurants,
bowling alleys, fraternal organizations, and related
businesses. With a proud history spanning over 140
years, the ILBA champions the interests of its members
by advocating for fair legislation, providing industry
support, and fostering a strong community among
Illinois licensed beverage professionals.

As the Illinois State BPA and ILBA have similar interest, the two groups are
working closely together to address legislative issues that can adversely
impact our mutual businesses.
  
Why Join ILBA?
Joining the ILBA means gaining a dedicated partner focused on protecting
your business and advocating for the future of Illinois licensed beverage
industry. With exclusive member benefits, expert support, and a powerful
voice in legislative matters, ILBA membership is an investment in the strength
and growth of your business. To review the list of benefits and letter from its
executive director, CLICK HERE. To join the ILBA, CLICK JOIN.

 

AVS COMPANIES
Keith Krail

750 Morse Ave., Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
(847) 709-6213

AVS offers a full range of consulting services for
bowling center arcades including layout design,

game selection, attraction consulting, installation,
training, warranty and parts.

Website Email

BRUNSWICK
Frank Marrese
231-343-3235 

frank.marrese@brunswickbowling.com
Center Modernizations and Capital Equipment.

Website Email

CLASSIC PRODUCTS
Steve Jaros

4617 Industrial Road, Fort Wayne IN 46825
(260) 484-2695

Full line bowling distributor carrying a variety of
bowling consumer and capital equipment brands

Website Email

INTERCARD, INC.
Lynda Brotherton Sherrod 

1884 Lackland Hill Parkway, Ste. 1, St. Louis, MO
63146

(800) 732-3770, (314) 275-8066
Providing solutions to Cashless Redemption

Website Email

KEGEL
Chris Chartrand

1951 Longleaf Blvd. Lake Wales, FL 33859
(863) 734-0200

Lane machines, supplies and oil pattern designs.
Website

KIDS BOWL FREE
Bruce Davis

1950 San Marco Road, Marco Island FL 34145
(800) 720-0410

Bowling and marketing promotions.
Website Email

MOLSON COORS BREWING
Justin Smith

250 S. Wacker Drive
Chicago, IL. 60606

618-530-6061
Chain Sales Executive

The official Beer of the Illinois State BPA
Website Email

QUBICA AMF BOWLING
Dave Van Wyk

8100 AMF Drive Mechanicsville, VA 23111
(630) 309-2201

Manufacturer of bowling equipment
Website Email

SATORI ENERGY
Jim Orban

300 S. Wacker Drive, Suite 800
Chicago, IL 60606

312-850-2300, (F) 312-264-6200, (M) 630-561-
1537

email: jorban@satorienergy.com
Energy services supplier: ISBPA's Electrical

"Power Pool".
Website Email

SCHEMM BOWLING
Nate Bukoski

500 Interpane Lane, Deerfield WI 53531
(888) 724-2695

Parts, supplies, capital equipment, and
services/support.
Website Email

STORM BOWLING
Gary Hulsenberg

165 S. 800 W. Brigham City, UT 84302
(435) 723-0403

Bowling Ball and Accessory Manufacturer
Website Email

WESTERN BOWLING PROPRIETORS
INSURANCE

Cameron Linder
1865 Herndon Ave Ste K, Clovis, CA 93611

(800) 200-9998
The official Insurance carrier of the ISBPA.

Website Email
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ACE MITCHELL BOWLERS MART
Dean Billings

3365 Cavalier Trail, Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44223
(330) 920-6200, Mobile (330) 281-9136,

Office (800) 262-2695, Fax (330) 928-2132
Full line bowling distributor carrying a variety of

bowling consumer and capital equipment brands
Website Email

BOBS' BUSINESS, INC.
Skip Wolfe

1949 Hidden Shores Dr., Dixon IL 61021
(815) 440-0681

Full line bowling distributor carrying a variety of
bowling consumer and capital equipment brands

Website Email

DEXTER BOWLING
Paul Sylvia

100 Brickstone Square, St. 502, Andover, MD
01810

(888) 8DEXTER
Website

eBOWL.BIZ
Carey Tosello

P.O. Box 730 Sisters, OR 97759
Phone: (541) 549-0999

Website and Social Media Facilitators,
Designers and Consulants

Email

HORIZON
Matthew Murray
1960 Seneca Rd.
Eagan, MN 55122

(651) 256-1573
A member of the BPAA SMART BUY program, Horizon are
experts in the design and/or implementation of your food

service needs
Website Email

KR STRIKEFORCE
Felicia Watson

2020 Indian Boundary Drive, Melrose Park, IL
60160

(800) 297-8555
Bags, balls, rental shoes, pins and accessories.

Website Email

KR STRIKEFORCE
Robin Blum

2020 Indian Boundary Drive, Melrose Park, IL
60160

(800) 297-8555
Bags, balls, rental shoes, pins and accessories.

Website Email

OPEN PLAY MARKETING
Kevin Malick

PO BOX 891207
Tampa, FL 33689
(863) 602-4850

Customer creation marketing services
Email

PROFESSIONAL BOWLERS ASSOCIATION
Mike Sledz

206-332-9688, Option #1
msledz@pba.com

Director of Membership / PBA
Website Email

KR STRIKEFORCE
Mike Stout / Brad Handelman

2020 Indian Boundary Drive, Melrose Park, IL
60160

(800) 297-8555
Bags, balls, rental shoes, pins and accessories.

Website Email

TRANSWORLD BUSINESS ADVISORS
Aaron McMann
Business Broker

Transworld Business Advisors
130 W. Liberty, #200 Wheaton, IL, 60187

815.260.8412 
Mergers, Acquisitions and Business Advisors

Website   Email

TRIPLE SHIFT ENTERTAINMENT
Robby Spigner

563 Bielenberg Drive, Suite 115
Woodbury, MN 55125

(415) 604-4333
Mergers and Acquisitions of Bowling Centers

Website  Email

US BOWLING
Gus Falgien

5480 Schaefer Ave, Chino, CA 91710
C: 818-613-5633

Full line supplier of bowling center capital
equipment

Website Email

VTAIL
Aaron Pelto

7756 E. Greenway, Suite 2
Scottsdale, AZ 85260

(805) 233-7035
Website Email
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