
BOWLING'S GREATEST STARS TO SET TARGET SCORES AT THE
61ST BEAT THE CHAMPS CONTEST, JANUARY 18, POPLAR CREEK BOWL

Three of the greatest bowlers and personalities in bowling today will be coming to Poplar Creek
Bowl, Hoffman Estates, Illinois, to set the target scores for the 61st Beat The Champs Target
Score Show. "We are so excited to have Jason Belmonte and Kelly Kulick coming to our bowling
center for the livestreaming broadcast of the Beat The Champs Target Score Show," said Pete
Albert, Operations Manager of Poplar Creek Bowl, who went on to add, "we are also so
appreciative that Randy Peterson will be the featured commentator for the live streaming audience
to enjoy."
 
In addition to the star power of Belmonte, Kulick and Peterson, two youth bowlers, Jos Weems and
Abigail Starkey, will be setting the target scores for the youth division which is now entering its
second year. All competitors will bowl three games during the same time with the adults on one pair
and on the youth bowlers on an adjacent pair. In addition to the bowling, each person attending the
event will receive a special commemorative ticket and are invited to attend the social reception at
the conclusion of the show where the stars will be available to sign autographs.
 
For ISBPA Members, please let us know if you would like to have a seat(s) for the show by January
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For ISBPA Members, please let us know if you would like to have a seat(s) for the show by January
11 by sending an email to Executive Director, Keith Hamilton, by clicking here.

January 18, 2024
Poplar Creek Bowl

2354 W. Higgin Road
Hoffman Estates, IL 60169

Doors Open: 3:30 p.m.
Seating By: 4:30 p.m.
First Ball: 5:00 p.m.

Social Reception follows

THE PBA LBC NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS AND PETERSEN CLASSIC
TO BE HOSTED BY ISBPA MEMBER CENTERS

Mike Sledz, Director of Membership / PBA, has announced that two
high profile events will be hosted by ISBPA member centers in 2024.
Bowlero Mt. Prospect will be hosting the 2024 PBA LBC National
Championships and the Petersen Classic is returning to the
Chicago area and will be held at Bowlero Vernon Hills.

The 2024 PBA LBC National Championships is an event for all
bowlers of all skill levels with winners from eight divisions competing
for the coveted Duke Trophy. The winner will also have a chance to
bowl in the PBA LBC Clash on FOX Sports. The event runs

weekends from June 1 through July 14. For more details, please visit
https://www.pba.com/lbctournament.

The famed Petesen Classic, which has awarded more than $31 million in prize money since its
inception in 1921, will begin in early May and run through Labor Day, with the squad organizers
being eligible to win numerous cash prizes. For more information, feel free to access the
tournaments Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/petersenclassic

If you would like entry forms for your center, or more details on either of these events, please reach
out to Mike Sledz by msledz@pba.com.

ISBPA CENTERS GEARING UP
TO HOST BEAT THE CHAMPS

The 61st Beat the Champs Contest is set
to take place on December 3 - 9. By now, all
the participating centers should have
received the packet of information to run the
event. Tom Sims, ISBPA's new Tournament
Coordinator, is thrilled by the interest in the
number of centers willing to host the event,
which now includes bowling center
participation held throughout the state, not
just the Chicagoland area. Sims recalled that
there are 50 bowling centers are currently
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there are 50 bowling centers are currently
signed up to host the event, which is an increase of more than 30% compared to last year. There is
still time to register. If you are interested, please contact Tom ASAP by clicking here. Below is a list
of centers who will be hosting the 61st BTC:

AIRPORT PLAZA
BOWLERO FOREST LANES

ARENA LANES
B & B PARK BOWL

BEL AIR BOWL
BERTRAND BOWLING LANES

BEVERLY LANES BOWL
HAVEN LANES

BOWLERO DEER PARK
BOWLERO NAPERVILLE

BOWLERO RIVER GROVE
BOWLERO WOODRIDGE

BURR OAK BOWL
CAMELOT BOWL

CASTAWAYS BOWL
CENTENNIAL LANES 2.0

CHANNAHON LANES
CIRCLE BOWLING LANES

CLASSIC BOWL
DIVERSEY RIVER BOWL

DON CARTER LANES
ECHO BOWLING LANES

FAIR HAVEN LANES
FOREST HILLS LANES

FOUR SEASONS SPORTS CTR
GLO-BOWL FUN CENTER

HABETLER BOWL
HOMETOWN LANES

ILLINOIS VALLEY SUPER BOWL
JOLIET TOWN & COUNTRY LANES

LAKES BOWL
LAKESIDE RECREATION CTR

LANDMARK LANES
LAN-OAK LANES
LARAWAY LANES

LAWN LANES
LIBERTY LANES

LISLE LANES
LYNWOOD BOWL

MARDI GRAS LANES
MINIER LANES
PALOS LANES
PANA BOWL

PARK LANES
PHEASANT LANES

PLAZA LANES
POPLAR CREEK BOWL
RIVERFRONT LANES

ROLLING LANES
SKYWAY BOWL

ST CHARLES BOWL
ST PAUL'S BOWLING LANES

STARDUST BOWL
STREAMWOOD LANES

STRIKE-N-SPARE II
STRIKER LANES

SUBURBANITE BOWL
SUNSET BOWL

THE CHERRY BOWL
TINLEY PARK BOWL

TIVOLI BOWLING LANES
TOWN & COUNTRY LANES

WAVELAND BOWL
WOOD DALE BOWL

FOX BOWL

ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES
To access the minutes from the November 6, 2023 ISBPA
Annual Meeting, please click here.

INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW
TO RENEW MEMBERSHIP

In case aren't one of the 400 centers that have done so,
it is time for you to renew your BPAA membership. BPAA

has provided the following information to help you navigate through the new CRM to help you
access your account.
 

FROM BPAA.... To access your account with BPAA’s new CRM, your center needs to establish a
Primary Contact. For security reasons, access to your account is currently limited to the Primary
Contact using their specific email address. Please define who your center would like to designate as
its Primary Contact and the email address they would like to use. Once we update your account
with this information, you will receive an email to set your password. 
 

Please email membership@bpaa.com with the following information to set up your account.
1. Center Name
2. Primary Contact Name
3. Primary Contact Position
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4. Primary Contact Email
 

Thank you for your support of BPAA and ISBPA.

LEGISLATION FROM MICHAEL BEST
REPORT FROM DAVID RAMIREZ

Internet gaming (I-gaming) continues to be a major focus for the
Association. This initiative poses a threat to the video gaming
industry and the economic support our establishments benefit
from VGTs. In response to the emergence of igaming legislation,
the Main Street Coalition was formed. The Main Street Coalition
consists of Illinois-based small businesses, labor groups, and
other Associations that will be negatively impacted by internet gaming. If you have not signed the
petition urging legislators to oppose I-gaming, we encourage you to do so. You can find the petition
here: Home-Join - Support Main Street Illinois
 
Problem Gambling Signage (for proprietors that have video gaming terminals)
There is a new requirement from the Illinois Gaming Board to post responsible gaming signage in
licensed video gaming locations. This is similar to the responsible gaming information that casino
and sportsbook operators are required to post. The video gaming terminal operator (TO) will be
providing the signage.

Workplace and Employment Law News
Governor Pritzker signed PLAWA into law last Mach --- here is a synopsis of PLAWA: an employee
who works in Illinois is entitled to earn and use up to a minimum of 40 hours of paid leave during a
12-month period or a pro rata number of hours accrued at 1 hour per 40 hours worked. An employer
may provide a greater amount. Paid leave begins to accrue at the commencement of employment
or on January 1, 2024, whichever is later. Employees shall be entitled to begin using paid leave 90
days following commencement of their employment or 90 days following January 1, 2024,
whichever is later. Paid leave required under the PLAWA may be taken by an employee for any
reason of the employee's choosing. An employee is not required to provide an employer a reason
for the leave and may not be required to provide documentation or certification as proof or in
support of the leave. An employee may choose whether to use paid leave provided under the
PLAWA prior to using any other leave provided by the employer or State law. (Note: this would
include unpaid leave mandates such as that provided under the Victims Economic Security & Safety
Act AKA VESSA.) Illinois Department of Labor FAQ: Paid Leave for All Workers Act FAQ
(illinois.gov)
Grant Opportunities
Here is a list of grant opportunities throughout the State of Illinois. If you would like more information
on a grant, please do not hesitate to reach out to the MBS team: CSFA (illinois.gov)

CDBG COVID-19 Business Resiliency Program
What: This program will reimburse businesses for equipment purchased or rented to respond to the
COVID-19 emergency. Examples include tents, other outdoor seating arrangements, plexiglass
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COVID-19 emergency. Examples include tents, other outdoor seating arrangements, plexiglass
partitions, and cashless payment systems.
How Much: $24.2 million total. Grants will be up to $20k per business.
Deadline: December 31, 2023, at 5 p.m.
Apply: Apply HERE.

Illinois Back to Business New Business Grant (B2B NewBiz)
What: Grant program to help businesses that were started during the COVID-19 pandemic.
How Much: Maximum $30k per eligible business.
Deadline: January 11, 2024, at 11:59:59 p.m. CT.
Apply: More information and application HERE.

ISBPA TO KICK OFF ITS75TH ANNIVERSARY
The Illinois State Bowling Proprietors' first opened its doors
in 1949. To recognize and celebrate the longstanding history of
the association, ISBPA is in the process of forming a committee
to choose the "75 Illinoisians who have had a major impact in
bowling throughout the state and/or at the national level. If you
are interested in serving on this committee, please click here.
The list will be rolled out sometime throughout the year with the
top five spots being unveiled at the 2024 Annual Meeting.
There will be other surprises rolled out throughout the year.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SUPPORTING MEMBERS
These businesses have financially committed to supporting the ISBPA.

Please make certain to support the companies that support us.

AVS COMPANIES
Keith Krail

750 Morse Ave., Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
(847) 709-6213

AVS offers a full range of consulting services for bowling center
arcades including layout design, game selection, attraction

consulting, installation, training, warranty and parts.
Website

BOBS' BUSINESS, INC.
Skip Wolfe

1949 Hidden Shores Dr., Dixon IL 61021
(815) 440-0681

Full line distributor, carrying lines such as Genuine Brunswick
Parts, Quality, AMF, Century, Ebonite, Columbia, Dexter, Eagle,

Brunswick, Falcon, Track, Storm, and DBA.
Website

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/bdlhCyPpG0cLJ7EVtgLJKQ?domain=r20.rs6.net
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BRUNSWICK
Frank Marrese
231-343-3235 

Center products and supplies.
Website

CLASSIC PRODUCTS
Steve Jaros

4617 Industrial Road, Fort Wayne IN 46825
(260) 484-2695

Full-service bowling distributor, capital sales, and novelties.
Website

  J&J VENTURES
Madison Woelfer 

1500 South Raney Street, Effingham, IL 62401
(855) 921-1030

Providing partners with dart machines, pool tables, jukeboxes,
arcade games, and ATMs to improve patron experience for

decades.
Website

KEGEL
Chris Chartrand

1951 Longleaf Blvd. Lake Wales, FL 33859
(863) 734-0200

Lane machines/supplies, pinsetter parts and oil pattern design.
Website

KIDS BOWL FREE
Bruce Davis

1950 San Marco Road, Marco Island FL 34145
(800) 720-0410

Bowling and marketing promotions.
Website

KR STRIKEFORCE
Mike Stout

2020 Indian Boundary Drive, Melrose Park, IL 60160
(800) 297-8555

Bags, balls, rental shoes, pins and accessories.
Website

https://brunswickbowling.com/
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MOLSON COORS BREWING
Justin Smith

250 S. Wacker Drive
Chicago, IL. 60606

618-530-6061
Chain Sales Executive

The official Beer of the Illinois State BPA
Website

OPEN PLAY MARKETING
Kevin Malick

PO BOX 891207
Tampa, FL 33689

863-602-4850
Customer creation marketing services

QUBICA AMF BOWLING
Dave Van Wyk

11620 S. Marathon Lane, Plainfield IL 60585
(630) 309-2201

Manufacturer of bowling equipment and accessories.
Website

SATORI ENERGY
300 W. Wacker Dr., Ste 800

Chicago, IL 60606
312-850-2300

Energy services supplier: ISBPA's Electrical "Power Pool".
Website

SCHEMM BOWLING
Nate Bukoski

500 Interpane Lane, Deerfield WI 53531
(888) 724-2695

Parts, supplies, capital equipment, and services/support.
Website

   

https://www.molsoncoors.com/en-US/av?url=https://www.molsoncoors.com/
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Western Bowling Proprietors Insurance
Cameron Linder

1865 Herndon Ave Ste K, Clovis, CA 93611
(800) 200-9998

The official Insurance carrier of the ISBPA.
Website

https://www.google.com/maps/place/1865+Herndon+Ave,+Clovis,+CA+93611
http://www.wbpiprogram.com/
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